
New Mac Setup Assistant Migration tool

Follow these steps to transfer information from the old Mac to the new Mac:
1.  Start up a new Mac using Setup Assistant with migration tool. The migration tool is the first thing you will encounter after the 

Welcome movie. This screen introduces you to the migration tool, giving you a brief description of what the process will do:

2.  You can get more detail about the migration process by clicking Learn More at the bottom of the screen. When you do that, a new 
screen will appear that provides more detailed information:

3.  Click OK to return to the migration introduction screen:



4.  You have two choices, to transfer (Yes) or not transfer (No) information from the old Mac. If you click No, you are taken to the 
traditional Setup Assistant, which behaves just like it has in the past. If you click Yes, then you continue using the migration tool.

5.   For the purposes of this training, you clicked Yes, and clicked Continue. This takes you to the first step of the migration tool:

6.  Connect a FireWire cable between the new Mac and the old Mac, then click Continue. You are then instructed to restart your old 
Mac:



7.  As instructed in the screen above, hold down the T key to start up the old Mac in Target Disk Mode. The Continue button at the 
bottom of the screen will become active as soon as the old Mac is booted in Target Disk Mode and is recognized by the new Mac.

8.  When the Continue button becomes active, click it. Next you'll see transfer options:

9.  The Transfer Your Information screen lets you select which data and information you want transferred from the old Mac to the new 
Mac.

 If there are multiple users are on the old Mac, there will be a listing for each user. When a user is selected for transfer, all of the 
information in that user's directory will be transferred.

 If multiple hard drives or partitions are available on the old Mac, you can choose which of those drives or partitions are transferred to 
the new Mac.



 You do not have the option of selecting individual files and applications. The migration tool works as an "all or nothing" tool. This 
keeps the process simple and makes it as easy as possible. If there are unwanted files or applications transferred to the newer Mac, 
they can be deleted later.

 To the right of each listing is its size. At the bottom right of the list is the total size of all selected items. At the bottom left is the amount 
of space available on the new Mac's hard drive.

10.  Once you make your selections and click Continue, the transfer process begins:

11.  Text below the status bar indicates which items are being transferred. This can be used to get a general idea of how much longer the 
process will take. Completion time varies with the amount of information being transferred.

12.  Once the transfer completes, a disconnection screen appears:



 The message you get at the top of the disconnection screen may alert you that not all of the information was transferred, as in this 
screen shot. If everything transferred successfully, then you will simply be told the transfer completed and you can disconnect your 
Mac.

13.  Click Continue to leave the migration tool and finish setting up the new Mac using Setup Assistant. The screens from this point 
through the completion of the setup and registration process are the same as the traditional Setup Assistant. 

 However, most of the fields will now contain user information transferred from the old Mac: all you need to do is confirm that it is 
correct. Some of the setup items will be skipped, like keyboard, language, and date and time, since that information was populated 
with data from the old Mac. Here are examples of the auto-populated information:



As you can see, the migration tool not only easily gets information from the old Mac to the new Mac, it also speeds up the setup and 
registration process by filling in much of the required information using data from the old Mac.


